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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
  
Background 
This Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) and Final Comprehensive Wastewater 
Management Plan for the City of Taunton is being submitted in accordance with Section 11.07 
of the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).  The document provides 
supplemental data and analyses to augment the Final Draft Comprehensive Wastewater 
Management Plan (CWMP) that was submitted in July 2006 to the Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection (MADEP).  
 
The overall goal of the CWMP was to update the 1981 Facilities Plan and evaluate Taunton’s 
wastewater collection and treatment needs through the year 2025.  This evaluation focused on 
identifying areas/neighborhoods experiencing problems with on-site wastewater systems, 
developing alternatives and recommendations to address these needs and analyzing the capacity 
and treatment capabilities of the Taunton’s Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) to handle 
additional expansion and anticipated changes to pollutant discharge limitations.   
 
In August 2006, the City of Taunton filed an Environmental Notification Form (ENF) for the 
CWMP with the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs.  On December 8, 2006, a 
Certificate of the Secretary of Environmental Affairs on the ENF was issued requiring the 
completion of the CWMP and the preparation of a DEIR to address the recommended projects 
was issued.  This DEIR has been prepared in response to the scope issued by the Secretary of 
Environmental Affairs 
 
Subsequent to the filing of the ENF, the City of Taunton requested a Phase I Waiver to allow 
construction of the recommended sewers serving the Elizabeth Pole School and eleven 
residences along Harris Street.  On February 22, 2007, the Phase I Waiver was granted by the 
Secretary of Environmental Affairs.  Construction of the Harris Street sewer extension was 
completed in May 2008.   
  
Growth Projections 
Within Taunton, continued growth of population and residential development is expected.  A 
1.2 percent annual population growth rate was used to project the City’s population for the 
planning period.  Therefore, the year 2025 population was estimated at 75,425, representing 
almost a 35 percent increase over the City’s 2000 U.S. Census population.  Three sources were 
considered in development of this population projection including Massachusetts Institute for 
Social and Economic Research, U.S. Census and the Southeast Regional Planning and 
Economic development District. 
 
Based on 1990 and 2000 U.S. Census data, an annual increase of 1.3 percent in the number of 
housing units was used to project the City’s housing unit total for the planning period.  This 
method results in a projected housing unit total of 31,639 by the year 2025.   
 
It is anticipated that existing residential development patterns will continue in the future, with 
high density residential development mostly concentrated in the center of Taunton and more 
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diffuse development occurring outside the central area.  However, future sewer service 
expansion could introduce new areas of high density residential development in the City.   
 
The City anticipates that commercial and industrial development will continue to expand along 
Route 140 and Route 44, respectively.  Two areas that are anticipated to be a focus of future 
industrial development are located near the intersection of Route 140 and Route 24 and land 
south of Route 44 straddling Warner Boulevard (John Brown Associates, Inc., 1998).  In 
addition, two additional phases of expansion are planned for the Miles Standish Industrial Park.  
This expansion would occur in the area currently occupied by the Dever School.    
 
Needs Areas 
Approximately 50 percent of the Taunton’s population is served by the municipal wastewater 
collection system.  To accomplish the needs analysis, the unsewered sections of the City were 
divided into 31 study areas and data concerning soil types, groundwater elevations, lot sizes, 
the proximity to and extent of wetlands and surface water bodies, the presence of drinking 
water protection areas, the location of reported septic system repairs and system pumping 
frequency, the availability of municipal, and the availability of municipal water was reviewed 
for each area.   
 
Based on the criteria discussed above, ten study areas: A, C, E, L, K, Q, R, U, V, and X, were 
ranked the highest in terms of need.  The only change in this evaluation from that presented in 
the CWMP is the inclusion of Area K in the list of higher ranked projects.  Although Area K 
was identified as a priority needs area by Taunton, it was not originally identified through the 
evaluation process.  The cause of the change is the increase in the number of on-site system 
failures and the fact that Area K is partially sewered.   
 
Upon completion of the preliminary evaluation in the CWMP, a workshop was held with City 
officials to review the ratings of all 31 study areas.  As a result of this workshop, the City 
identified four additional areas where problems with on-site septic systems have been 
experienced.  These four areas included study areas H, I, Z, and AA.  The locations of the 
Needs Areas are shown in Figure 1-2. 
 
Recommended Plan to Address the Needs Areas 
The recommended plan to address wastewater management in the Needs Areas involves 
construction of approximately 50 miles of sewers and 16 pumping stations.  The sewers would 
primarily be installed within existing roads or rights-of-way.  Due to topographical influences, 
a number of small pump stations are required to lift the wastewater to existing interceptor 
sewers that in turn would convey wastewater to the WWTF.  The conceptual design of the 
proposed collection system for each of the needs areas is included in Appendix A of the 
CWMP.  Expansion of the main lift pumping station and the Taunton WWTF are also required 
to accommodate sewer system expansion.   
 
The sewer construction proposed for the recommended expansion plan is similar in size and 
scope to the past sewer projects in Taunton.  Sewers will consist of conventional gravity sewers 
and manholes, pump stations with sewer force mains, and low pressure sewers with grinder 
pumps.  The pump stations are mainly below grade with small above grade structures.   



 
City of Taunton ES-3 BETA Group, Inc. 
Final CWMP and Draft EIR 
 

 
Mitigation Measures  
The following measures will be taken to mitigate construction related environmental impacts:    
 
Air Pollution  
To reduce dust during construction activities, open cuts and exposed areas shall be backfilled 
and stabilized as soon as each segment of pipe is installed, non-backfill material shall be 
removed from the site and transported to an appropriate disposal location and any stockpiled 
material that must remain on-site for more than 24 hours shall be covered.  Exposed surfaces 
will be wetted and stabilized to minimize dust generation. All trucks for transportation of 
construction material will be covered and street sweeping will occur as needed.  
 
Water Pollution  
Impacts to water bodies will be mitigated through the use of Best Management Practices for 
construction projects. Activities will also be coordinated with the City’s local NPDES Phase II 
Stormwater Management Plan and the Conservation Commission.   
 
Excessive Noise  
Measures to minimize noise from construction activities will be incorporated into the 
construction plans. Where practical, construction will occur during daytime hours (7:00 AM to 
3:00 PM), excluding weekends. Construction equipment will have appropriate mufflers to 
minimize noise and idle equipment will be shut off.   
 
Material Transport / Traffic Impacts  
Truck routing to the project areas will utilize connectors and major routes. No trucking will be 
allowed to approach the site using local roads and through neighborhoods unless necessary for 
access.  Police details will be stationed along the project site to coordinate traffic flow and 
assist in pedestrian direction. Truck routing and traffic management plans will be reviewed and 
coordinated with the Taunton DPW.  For work in state roads, construction activities and traffic 
management will adhere to the permit issued by the MHD.  
 
Disposal of Excess Material  
The contractor will be directed to reuse suitable excavated material to the greatest extent 
feasible. Excess soil that cannot be reused on-site will be transported in covered trucks to an 
approved disposal site. If contaminated soils are encountered through subsurface exploration 
during the project design or during construction, they will be managed and disposed of at an 
approved facility according to MassDEP regulations.  
 
Environmental Resources  
Project design will limit impacts to existing streams, lakes, ponds, and wetlands.  If pump 
station structures must be placed within flood plain, the project design will replicate the flood 
plain volume within the project site.  Wetland resource areas and buffer zones thereto, will be 
clearly marked as off-limits to construction equipment and materials storage. Trenches shall be 
promptly backfilled and stabilized to reduce the risk of erosion. Stockpiled soil shall be located 
away from streams and drainage ways so that runoff cannot carry sediment downstream.  
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Vegetated Areas  
Clearing and grubbing shall be held to a minimum, as necessary for grading, and equipment 
operation and construction shall be sequenced to minimize the exposure time of cleared surface 
areas. Soil will be stabilized with perennial vegetation as soon as possible after final grading. 
 
Historic Resources  
Once adequate construction plans and details have been developed for a project, Taunton will 
provide this information to the Massachusetts Historic Commission (MHC) to determine what 
effect the project will have on identified resources. The design will include preparation of a 
Project Notification Form and a coordinated effort with the determination made by the MHC.    
 
Sewer Bank 
An ordinance was recently passed by the Municipal Council of the City of Taunton establishing 
a Sewer Bank and an infiltration/inflow (I/I) removal fee.  The Standard I/I Removal Fee is $5 
per gallon/day of wastewater flow removed from the Sewer Bank.  The I/I removal fee shall be 
deposited in a revolving account to be used only for improvements to the City’s sewer and 
stormwater systems.  This ordinance, which applies to sewer extensions or connections in both 
Taunton and the communities with Intermunicipal Agreements with Taunton, will ensure that 
I/I will be removed in sufficient amounts to allow additional sanitary sewage to be discharged 
to the collection system.   
 
The Sewer Bank is established for lots located inside the existing sewer service area and for 
those lots existing within the prioritized “needs area” as established in the CWMP. Sewer 
connections may only be made when the Sewer Bank has a positive balance, indicating that 
there is available capacity in the system.  If the Sewer Bank has insufficient capacity to 
accommodate a new connection, the owner may petition the Taunton DPW for a project that 
will satisfy the requirements of a 5 to 1 ratio of I/I removed to maximum daily wastewater 
added.  The City shall identify a project of sufficient scope to satisfy the Sewer Bank balance.   
 
Any existing building within the existing sewer area or needs area with an on-site wastewater 
system that is deemed by the Taunton Board of Health to be a threat to public health shall be 
allowed to connect to the sewer system immediately, regardless of the balance of the Sewer 
Bank.  I/I removal fees still apply. 
 
Water Balance 
In December 2008, a water balance was developed for the Taunton River watershed, which was 
included in the Taunton River Watershed Management Plan.  The water balance was a planning 
level assessment designed to evaluate the hydrologic impacts associated with water supply 
withdrawals, wastewater discharges, and stormwater run-off associated with various land uses.  
The method used was a mass balance approach that accounted for net changes in groundwater 
recharge as it relates to base flow to streams and wetlands.   
 
Including surface water withdrawals and NPDES information, the water balance for the 15 
subwatersheds in Taunton range from a surplus of 259 percent to a deficit of 13 percent.  
Generally speaking, areas east of the Taunton River have water deficits, while areas west of the 
river have water surpluses. The one exception is the watershed containing Needs Area A, which 
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has a slight three percent deficit.  This watershed is in the Canoe River Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACEC).   
 
The 14 Needs Areas proposed to be sewered are expected to generate 1.02 million gallons of 
wastewater per day, including infiltration.  The volume of wastewater and infiltration entering 
the central sewer system will therefore be diverted from existing groundwater resources.  The 
actual impact from the loss of groundwater recharge on groundwater levels will be offset to 
some extent by infiltration that is currently being removed from the wastewater collection 
system.  Due to the low wastewater flow rates from the Needs Areas, no significant impact to 
groundwater tables and water levels in streams and wetlands is anticipated.  The environmental 
benefit of preventing wastewater pollutants derived from failed or deficient septic systems from 
entering waterways, ponds, and wetlands far outweighs any recharge losses resulting from 
sewer extensions.   
 
Permitting Requirements for Sewer Construction  
The Final CWMP and EIR must be approved by MEPA and the MassDEP to allow 
implementation of the recommended plan and to secure eligibility for project funding through 
the State Revolving Fund, if desired by the City.  Other state and local permits that must be 
obtained to support the recommended projects include: 
 

�x MassDEP Sewer Extension Permit  
�x Notice of Intent per the Wetlands Protection Act and the Rivers Protection Act  
�x Access Permit to the Massachusetts Highway Department (MHD)  
�x Building Permits 
�x Flood Plain Management  
�x NPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities 
�x NPDES General Permit for Construction Dewatering  
�x NPDES Remediation General Permit for treatment of contaminated groundwater 

dewatering effluent during construction 
�x Utility-Related Abatement Measure (URAM) will be prepared and filed with the 

MassDEP in the event that contaminated soil and/or groundwater is encountered and 
will be disturbed during construction of the proposed infrastructure.  

 
The project design phase will include coordination with the NHESP to review the proposed 
work and identify any potential impacts to rare species.  
 
With regard to potential historical and archeological resources within the sewer expansion 
project areas, Taunton will consult with the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) 
during the design phase of any project and utilize the “Inventory of Historic and Archeological 
Assets of the Commonwealth” to more accurately identify resources. The design will include 
preparation of a Project Notification Form for submittal to the MHC as necessary, and will 
coordinate with the determination made by the MHC on the project.  
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Intermunicipal Agreements 
Currently the adjacent communities of Raynham, Dighton, and Norton contribute flow to the 
Taunton WWTF at average rates of 0.77 mgd, 0.14 mgd, and 0.017 mgd, respectively.  Present 
capacity commitments to these communities through Inter-municipal Agreements (IMAs) are 
1.3 mgd from Raynham, 0.60 mgd from Dighton, and 0.052 mgd from Norton.  In addition, 
wastewater planning for the Town of Easton and recent regional wastewater plans have 
identified sections of Easton that could be sewered to Taunton.  Because of this, an allowance 
to accept 0.4 mgd of wastewater from the Town of Easton has been included in future flow 
projections to the Taunton WWTF.  However, no agreement is currently in place between 
Easton and Taunton.   
 
Existing Wastewater Flows 
Flow records for the years 2006, 2007, and 2008 identified the average daily wastewater flow 
to the Taunton WWTF to be 8.1 mgd, 7.0, and 7.2 mgd, respectively.  Although these flow 
rates are below the plant’s average daily design flow rate, on several occasions, monthly 
average flow rates have exceeded the design rate of 8.4 mgd.  These exceedences occur 
primarily in the high groundwater season and during months impacted by significant 
precipitation events.  However, the strong indication of a downward trend in wastewater 
treatment facility flows between 2006 and 2008 is likely the result of ongoing infiltration and 
inflow removal measures within Taunton.   
 
CSO Abatement 
Under NPDES Permit No. MA0100897, the City of Taunton is presently allowed to discharge 
pollutants from a Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) outfall (serial number 004) located ahead 
of the Main Lift Station on West Water Street.  Theoretically, the CSO becomes active when 
wet weather flows to the lift station exceed the pumping capacity of 22.4 mgd.  On September 
26 2008, the United States Environmental Protection Agency issued a final “Findings of 
Violation and Order for Compliance” (the ‘Order”) to the City of Taunton that identifies certain 
actions that the city must undertake to eliminate unauthorized discharges from its wastewater 
collection system and ultimately eliminate the CSO.      
 
Specifically, the Order requires that Taunton:  

�x Evaluate approximately 60 combined manholes with infrastructure carrying both 
stormwater and sanitary sewage both being present.   

�x Complete television inspection of existing sewers in Taunton by December 31, 2011.   
�x Clean, inspect and dye test all storm water catch basins by December 31, 2011.   
�x Survey all city owned buildings for illicit roof leader and sump pump discharges to the 

collection system by December 31, 2009.   
�x Complete a roof leader assessment of buildings within the older sewered section of 

Taunton by April 30, 2011.   
�x Complete a city-wide assessment of illicit sump pumps connected to the collection 

system by June 30, 2012. 
�x Submit a summary detailing the progress made in improving the collection system to 

completely eliminate the CSO outfall by October 31, 2011.  If it is determined that the 
CSO cannot be eliminated based on the improvements made, a plan for other options 
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(storage and pump back, bypass, etc.) must be evaluated.  The timeframe established by 
the EPA to eliminate the CSO is October 1, 2013. 

 
Recent flow and precipitation data was reviewed to determine the volume of storage that would 
be required to eliminate the CSO.  From August 2004 through July 2008, 19 overflow events 
were recorded with the overflow volumes ranging from 2,000 gallons to 13.7 million gallons.  
Of the 19 overflow events, 16 resulted in an overflow of less than 2.25 million gallons.    
Storms causing these 16 overflow events are characterized as less than the 1-year, 24-hour 
storm.  Using this storm frequency and intensity a storage capacity of 2.25 million gallons and 
adequately sized pumping facilities will eliminate over 80 percent of the overflow events.  
Capturing or otherwise handling overflow events such as those recorded on October 15, 2005 
and June 7, 2006, in which 12.1 and 13.8 million gallons were released, respectively, is not 
considered practical.  Both of these events were caused by over 4.6 inches of rain.  Since 
Taunton is still actively pursuing the separation of sanitary and storm sewers, as well as other 
inflow reduction measures, it is expected that the overflow volume under the 1-year, 24-hour 
storm will continue to decrease.  Therefore, sizing, design, and construction of CSO abatement 
facilities will be delayed until all recommendations of the SSES work and the Order are 
implemented and their impacts assessed.   
 
It is important to note that recent estimates indicate that approximately 2.23 mgd of infiltration 
and inflow have been removed from the Taunton wastewater collection system as a result of 
sewer/stormwater separation projects and sewer rehabilitation/repair projects that have been 
constructed since 2006.   
 
Projected Wastewater Flows 
For purposes of this report flow projections were established for the years 2015 and 2025.  The 
2015 projection provides a better indication as to when treatment facility capacity may need to 
be increased.  Future wastewater flows will be derived from the following sources: 

�x sewer extension to the Needs Areas 
�x small sewer extension to neighborhoods adjacent to the existing collection system that 

were identified in the CWMP 
�x infill sewers within the existing sewer service area 
�x the balance of flows in the Intermunicipal Agreements with contributing communities 
�x future industrial/commercial growth 

 
Flow projections are presented in Table ES-1.  With the ongoing infiltration and inflow 
reduction program in Taunton, there does not appear to be an immediate need to increase the 
capacity of the Taunton WWTF from its current rating of 8.4 mgd.   
 
Wastewater Treatment Facility / CSO Improvements  
Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion 
Expansion of the main lift pumping station and the Taunton WWTF are required to 
accommodate sewer system expansion.  Based on current flows to the WWTF and the schedule 
for sewer system expansion, it appears that the capacity of these facilities does not need to be 
increased until after the year 2015.  The infiltration and inflow reduction program that Taunton 
has implemented will also have a direct impact on the required capacity.  Projected flows will
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Table ES-1 

Projected WWTF Flows Through 2025 (mgd) 

Description 

Average Daily 
Flow 

(Year 2015) 

Average Daily 
Flow 

(Year 2025) 
Existing Flow 7.1 7.1 
Flow From Priority Needs Areas 0.46 1.02 
Flow From other Sewer Extensions 0.04 0.08  
Flow From Infill Sewers 0.10 0.20  
Additional Flow Through IMAs 0.61 1.43 
Flow From Planned Development  0.09 0.09 
Industrial Allowance 0.1 0.30  

Total 8.50 10.22 
Projected Peak Flow  22.4 26.5 

 
 
 
be reevaluated at the completion of the program.  In addition, the need to provide capacity to 
service a portion of Easton must also be reassessed before infrastructure to increase capacity is 
designed and constructed.    
 
Major components associated with the capacity increase at the Taunton WWTF include:  

�x Construction of a new Main Lift Pumping Station (25.5 mgd) and 36-inch forcemain to 
the WWTF.  

�x Construction of a fourth 55 foot by 55 foot Primary Settling Tank  
�x Construction of two new aeration tanks to increase nitrification capacity.    
�x Installation of a fourth 1,600 SCFM blower and a new 12-inch air header.     
�x Construction of a third chlorine contact tank.    
�x Replacing the sludge collector, drive and weirs in Gravity Thickener No. 1 
�x Installing an additional centrifuge to dewater the increased volume of sludge.   

  
Nutrient Removal 
Total nitrogen limits are expected in the next generation of the NPDES permit for the Taunton 
WWTF.  When the permit will be issued is not known at this time, as Taunton is presently 
operating under a draft permit that was issued in 2007.  Denitrification using attached growth 
downflow filters following the existing suspended growth nitrification process is 
recommended.  At the projected flows for the year 2015, three 1,120-square-foot operating 
filters would be required.  A fourth filter would be provided as a spare unit that gives 
operational flexibility.  A fifth filter (allowing four to be in full time service) is required to 
handle year 2025 flows.  Along with the filters and their ancillary equipment, other 
recommended support processes include an intermediate pumping station, a methanol feed 
system, and modifications to the existing forward flow pipe configuration.   
 



 
City of Taunton ES-9 BETA Group, Inc. 
Final CWMP and Draft EIR 
 

CSO Mitigation   
The recommended plan to mitigate the CSO in West Water Street requires a new regulator on 
the 39-inch interceptor with the overflow piped to the existing Main Lift Station.  Storm flows 
in excess of 25.5 mgd will directed to the existing station and pumped via the existing force 
mains to a storage facility located at the WWTF.  The storage facility would have a capacity of 
2.25 million gallons.  Stored wastewater will be pumped into the treatment process once flows 
subside.   
 
Upgrading the existing Main Lift Station will require replacement of the four existing pumps 
with four new pumps due to deterioration of equipment and the lack of spare parts, replacement 
of the existing 500 KW diesel standby power engine/generator with a natural gas powered unit, 
and upgrading heating, ventilation, and electrical systems.  
 
As previously stated, since Taunton currently is conducting an extensive infiltration and inflow 
reduction program, this plan must be reevaluated and adjusted accordingly at the completion of 
the program in October 2011.  It should be noted that the new Main Lift Station described 
previously would have to be in operation to support this project.   
 
Implementation Plan 
Opinions of project cost for the recommended improvements to the Taunton WWTF and CSO 
facilities are presented in Table ES-2.  Costs are presented to reflect the anticipated schedule of 
disbursements for design and construction.  An increase in WWTF capacity is not expected to 
be required until after the year 2015.  The volume of infiltration that can be removed during the 
current infiltration and inflow reduction program will impact the timing of these capacity 
related improvements.  These studies, which will be completed in October 2011 will also drive 
the WWTF improvements to remove total nitrogen, and possibly phosphorus, are expected to 
be a requirement in the next NPDES discharge permit issued for the Taunton WWTF.  For 
planning purposes, this is expected to occur by the year 2012, as the City is presently working 
under a draft permit that was issued in 2007.   
 
The annual debt service associated with each of these projects, based on 2-percent financing 
through the State Revolving Fund and a term of 20-years, is shown in Table ES-3.  Taunton’s 
share of the debt service and the financial impact on a single family home in Taunton is also 
shown. 

Table ES-3 
Debt Service Estimates 

(Costs referenced to January 2009) 
  

Opinion of 
Project Cost 

 
Total Debt 

Service 

 
Debt Service 

Taunton Share 1  

Debt Service Payment  
Single Family Home with 

Sewer Connection 2 
Denitrification Facilities $16,300,000 $   998,000 $   687,000 $  59.02/yr 
CSO Abatement $24,300,000 $1,487,000 $1,202,000 $103.34/yr 
WWTF Capacity Increase $12,400,000 $   759,000 $   522,000 $  44.88/yr 

1. Share of debt service charged to contributing communities were estimated from formulas in the IMAs. 
2. Average annual sewer bill for a single family residence in Taunton, including user fees and debt service, is 

$349.84 for FY 2010.  Debt service payments for the proposed projects must be added to the current sewer 
billing rate to estimate the total sewer bill. 



  

 

 
 
 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 - 2025 Total

Denitrification Facilities $750,000 $1,250,000 $7,500,000 $6,800,000 $16,300,000

CSO Abatement  * $200,000 $4,000,000 $15,000,000 $5,100,000 $24,300,000

Capacity Increase at WWTF $12,400,000 $12,400,000

Total $0 $0 $950,000 $5,250,000 $22,500,000 $11,900,000 $12,400,000 $53,000,000

Project
Year

Table ES-2
Allocation of WWTF and CSO Design and Construction Costs

(Note: All costs referenced to January 2009 - Boston ENR Index 10,600)

 *  Includes a new Main Lift Pumping Station and rehabilitation of the existing Main Lift Station for sewer overflow pumping 
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CHAPTER 1 – INTRODUCTION 
 
  

1.1 Project Overview 
This Draft Environmental Impact Report and Final Comprehensive Wastewater Management 
Plan for the City of Taunton is being submitted in accordance with Section 11.07 of the 
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).  This document is herein referred to as the 
DEIR.  The document provides supplemental data and analyses to augment the Final Draft 
Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan (CWMP) that was submitted in July 2006 to the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MADEP). The Final Draft CWMP, 
which addressed both the existing and future wastewater management systems for the City of 
Taunton, is provided (in electronic format) as Appendix A of the DEIR.     
 
The City of Taunton’s existing wastewater collection system consists of approximately 100 
miles of sewer ranging in size from 6-inch to 42-inch diameter pipe.  The wastewater treatment 
facility (WWTF) has been in operation since the late 1940s and currently provides advanced 
secondary treatment, with treated effluent discharged to the Taunton River. The WWTF 
currently treats an average wastewater flow of 7.1 million gallons per day (mgd), which 
includes flow from the Towns of Raynham (0.77 mgd), Dighton (0.14 mgd), and Norton (0.017 
mgd). The extent of the existing sewer system within Taunton and the location of the WWTF 
are shown in Figure 1-1.   
 
A Wastewater Facilities Plan was developed for Taunton in 1981 to review conditions and 
recommend wastewater improvements in certain areas of the City. Although the City has 
implemented significant improvements to its wastewater collection and treatment system since 
the 1981 Facilities Plan, springtime flows to the WWTF have exceeded the current permitted 
flow rate of 8.4 million gallons per day (mgd) for extended periods of time.  Recorded peak wet 
weather flows in the system have exceeded 18 mgd. High spring and wet weather flows are 
directly related to infiltration and inflow into the collection system.   
 
The objective of the CWMP was to update the 1981 Facilities Plan and evaluate Taunton’s 
wastewater collection and treatment needs through the year 2025 to determine the most cost 
effective and environmentally acceptable approach to meeting these needs. This evaluation 
focused on three areas: 1) identification of areas/neighborhoods experiencing problems with 
on-site wastewater systems and areas where future problems are anticipated; 2) identification of 
areas within the existing collection system where capacity or physical condition issues exist; 
and 3) development of alternatives and recommendations to address the City’s wastewater 
needs.   
 
The recommended improvements identified in the CWMP involve extending sewers to 14 
priority needs areas in Taunton that are currently served by on-site wastewater disposal 
systems.  These priority needs areas, identified in Figure 1-2, consist of developed and partially 
developed sections of Taunton.  Most of the proposed sewering work will be contained within 
existing roadway rights-of-way.   
 
















































































































































































































































































































